City of Grand Coulee
2026 Lodging Tax Funds
General Information

INTRODUCTION

The objective of the Grand Coulee Lodging Tax process is to support projects which encourage eligible tourism
and cultural activities and support tourism facilities in Grand Coulee. Eligibility of applications and projects is
defined broadly to encourage wide participation and innovative proposals. The source of the funds is the
City’s share of lodging tax collected on overnight stays within Grand Coulee. The City of Grand Coulee will only
consider proposals for use of the Lodging Tax Fund from public and non-profit agencies. Disbursement of
funds occurs post-event and is based upon completion of the Post Event Report.

The general application period shall be open on September 1, 2025 and will close on September 30, 2025 for
2026 application approval.

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY
Legislation provides authority for cities to adopt a lodging tax of up to four percent. Grand Coulee currently
collects the maximum allowed by the law. The law allowed the use of lodging tax revenues in either of two
broad categories: tourism promotion or tourism-related facilities.
1. “Tourism promotion” means activities, operations, and expenditures designed to increase tourism,
including but not limited to advertising, publicizing, or otherwise distributing information for the purpose of
attracting and welcoming tourists; developing strategies to expand tourism; operating tourism promotion
agencies; and funding the marketing of or the operation of special events and festivals designed to attract
tourists. RCW 67.28.080
2. “Tourism-related facility” means real or tangible personal property with a usable life of three or more
years, or constructed with volunteer labor that is: (a)(i) Owned by a public entity; (ii) owned by a nonprofit
organization described under section 501(c)(3) of the federal internal revenue code of 1986, as amended; or
(iii) owned by a nonprofit organization described under section 501(c)(6) of the federal internal revenue code
of 1986, as amended, a business organization, destination marketing organization, main street organization,
lodging association, or chamber of commerce and (b) used to support tourism, performing arts, or to
accommodate tourist activities. RCW 67.28.080
3. Use of Lodging Tax

(1) Lodging tax revenues under this chapter may be used, directly by any municipality or indirectly through
a convention and visitor’s bureau or destination marketing organization for:

(a) Tourism marketing;

(b) The marketing and operations of special events and festivals designed to attract tourists;

(c) Supporting the operations and capital expenditures of tourism-related facilities owned or operated by a
municipality or a public facilities district created under chapters 35.57 and 36.100 RCW:; or

(d) Supporting the operations of tourism-related facilities owned or operated by nonprofit organizations
described under 26 U.S.C. Sec. 501(c)(3) and 26 U.S.C. Sec. 501(c)(6) of the internal revenue code of 1986, as
amended. RCW 67.28.1816

HIGH PRIORITY will be given to tourism activities that:
* Have a demonstrated potential or high potential from the Committee’s perspective to result in
overnight stays by tourists in lodging establishments within Grand Coulee.
® Promote Grand Coulee and/or events, activities, and places in Grand Coulee to potential tourists from
outside Grant County.



e Have demonstrated history or success in Grand Coulee or are proposed by a group with a
demonstrated history or high potential of success with similar activities.

e Minimize duplication of services where appropriate and encourage cooperative marketing and/or
includes an element of cooperation or partnership

e Provide, maintain, operate, or enhance City-owned tourism facilities or infrastructure.

GRAND COULEE LODGING TAX CONSIDERATIONS
In developing its recommendation, the Committee considers:
e The estimated amount of Lodging Tax Fund available for the coming year as provided by the City’s
Treasurer.
Its qualification for use of lodging tax revenues
Thoroughness and completeness of the proposal
Projected economic impact within Grand Coulee projected overnight stays in Grand Coulee lodgings.
Percent of the proposal request to the event/facility promotions budget and overall revenues.
The applicant’s history of tourism promotion success
The applicant’s financial stability

Application Instructions and General Guidelines

Application Deadline: September 30 2025 at 4:30p.m. — received at City Hall.

To be eligible for consideration, your complete proposal must be received by the deadline. Incomplete
and/or late applications will not be considered. Applications may not be changed or amended by the
applicant after the deadline for submission.

Submit original and three copies to:
City of Grand Coulee
ATTN: Lorna Pearce
PO Box 180
Grand Coulee, WA 99133
Attach:
1. Itemized budget for your event/activity/facility (income and expenses).
2. Description and budget showing how you intend to use the amount requested from the City of Grand
Coulee.
3. A copy of your agency’s current non-profit corporate registration with the Washington Secretary of
State.
4. A copy of your organization’s business plan, if you have one.
(Optional) Brochures (3 copies) or other information about your event/activity/facility, in particular,
items showing recent tourism promotion efforts.

A

Proposals and all documents filed with the City of Grand Coulee are public records. The City of Grand Coulee
may choose to post on its website copies of the proposals and attached documents.



City of Grand Coulee For Office Use Only
2026 Approval Date:
Event Promotion Request g::aut:tre
Lodging Tax Funds
Name of Organization:
Address/Zip:
Phone:
Organization Contact Person & Title:
Organization Contact Phone:
Organization Email:
Organization Federal Tax ID #: UBI Number:

Organization is a (select one): Government Entity

501 (c¢) 3
501 (c) 6

Other
(Note: You must submit 501(c)3 or 501(c)6 approval documentation)

You may use this form or a separate sheet of paper for answers.

1. Description your tourism-related activity of event.
e If an event, list the event name, time, dates(s) and projected overall attendance.

Event Name: Event Date:

Overall Attendance:

e Describe why tourists will travel to Grand Coulee to attend your event,
activity/facility.
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2. Some of the following estimates are required by State law.
As a direct result of your proposed tourism-related service, provide an estimate of:
a. Overall attendance at your proposed event/activity/facility:

b. Number of people who will travel more than 50 miles for your event/activity:

c. Of the people who travel more than 50 miles, the number of people who will
travel from another country or state:

d. Of the people who travel more than 50 miles, the number of people who will
stay overnight in Grand Coulee or the Grand Coulee area:

e. Of the people staying overnight, the number of people who will stay in PAID
accommodations in Grand Coulee or the Grand Coulee area:

f. Number of paid lodging room nights resulting from your proposed
event/activity/facility:

What methodology did you use to calculate the estimates? (For example, some entities may ask for zip codes
on ticket sales, put up a map at your event for visitors to pinpoint their home, or your event may be able to be
tracked by a partner hotel/motel/resort who offers a special rate?)

3. Describe the prior success of your event/activity/facility in attracting tourists:

4. Describe your target tourist audience (location, demographics, etc.):

5. Describe how you will promote your event/activity/facility to attract tourists:

6. Describe how you will promote lodging establishments, restaurants, and businesses
located in Grand Coulee.
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7. Are you applying for Lodging Tax Funds from another community (yes or no)? If yes, list
the other jurisdiction(s) and amount(s) requested:

8. What is the overall budget for your event/activity/facility? What percent of the budget
are you requesting from Grand Coulee Lodging Tax Fund?

9. What will you cut from your proposal or do differently if full funding for your request is
not available or recommended?

PROPOSAL CERTIFICATION

The applicant organization hereby certifies and affirms the following:

e The governing body of the applicant organization has approved this application.

e The undersigned is authorized to sign this application on behalf of the applicant organization.

e The information contained in this application is true, correct, and complete and the applicant
organization understands and will comply with all provisions thereof.

e That applicant organization will abide by all relevant local, state, and federal laws and
regulations.

e That if my application is approved, | will sign the contract within 60 days of the approval date.

e That if my application is approved | will provide the Post Event Report to the City of Grand
Coulee in compliance with the application reporting requirements within 60 days of the event
and that | may be subject to a state audit of expenditures for the lodging tax funds.

Certified by:

Signature: Date:

Print Name/Title:
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CITY OF GRAND COULEE
CONTRACT FOR TOURIST INFORMATION AND TOURIST PROMOTION SERVICES

THIS CONTRACT is entered into this day of , , by and between
the City of Grand Coulee, Washington, herein after called “City”, and ,
hereinafter called “Contractor”.

REPRESENTATIONS

1. Itis in the public interest for hotel/motel tax funds to be expended for tourist promotion
services in the City of Grand Coulee.

2. Pursuant to RCW 67.28.1815, the City of Grand Coulee is authorized to expend special
excise tax fund for “paying all or any part of the cost of tourism promotion, acquisition of
tourism-related facilities, or operation of tourism-related “facilities”. “Tourism promotion”
is defined in RCW 67.28.080(6) to mean activities, operations, and expenditures
designed to increase tourism, including but not limited to advertising, publicizing, or
otherwise distributing information for the purpose of attracting and welcoming tourists;
developing strategies to expand tourism; operating tourism promotion agencies; and
funding the marketing of or the operation of special events and festivals designed to
attract tourists.

3. The Contractor desires to provide tourist promotion services in the form of:
a. Operating a tourism promotion agency; and/or
b. Advertising, publicizing, or otherwise distributing information for the purpose of
attracting and welcoming tourists and operating tourism promotion agencies;
and/or
c. Marketing special events and festivals designed to attract tourists.

4. COMPENSATION AND METHOD OF PAYMENT

a. The City shall reimburse the Contractor for services rendered up to the amount of
$ as adopted inthe ___ year budget by Ordinance

b. The Contractor will provide the City as per RCW 42.24.080 with documentatlon
that materials have been furnished, the services rendered or the labor performed,
with each request for reimbursement.

¢. The Contractor understands that no reimbursements will be made for any
materials furnished, services rendered or labor performed that does not provide
“Tourism promotion”.

d. All requests for reimbursement must be submitted by December 31st , o
be paid by no later than January 20" of the following year.

5. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR STATUS

The relation created by this Contract is that of independent contracting entities. The
Contractor is not an employee of the city and is not entitled to the benefits provided by the
City to its employees. The Contractor, as an independent contractor, has the authority to
control and direct the performance of the details of the services to be provided.
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6. HOLD HARMLESS

The Contractor shall protect, defend, save harmless, and indemnify the City, its officers,
agents, and employees from and against any and all claims, damages, losses, and
expenses, including reasonable attorney fees, occurring, arising, or resulting from
supplying work, services, material or supplies in connection with the performance of this
Contract. The Contractor shall provide a Certificate of Insurance evidencing occurrence-
based Commercial General Liability Insurance with limits of no less than $1,000,000
combined single limit per occurrence, with the City shown as named additional insured.

7. DURATION OF CONTRACT

The performance of the Contractor shall commence on the 15t day of January, and
terminate on the 315 day of December,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto caused this Contract to be executed the day
and year first hereinabove written.

CITY OF GRAND COULEE
Contractor
By:

Mayor, City of Grand Coulee Title:

ATTEST: ATTEST:
By:

City Clerk, City of Grand Coulee Title:

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

City Attorney
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